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ANITA CHAPMAI! 
FOCUS: WRIGHT PATNAM OF TEXAS 
ANNCR 

AN INTERESTING AND CO!'TROVERSIAL FIGURE IN THE AMERICAI! 
CONGRESS IS DEAD. WRIGHT PATIIAH REPRESE:!TED THE FIRST DISTRICT 
OF TEXAS It! THE HOUSE OF REPRSSENTATIVES FOR MORE THAT! 

FOUR DECADES, HERE WITH! iiORE ON HI'i NO!', VOA'S ANITA 
CHAPHIAN ¢ 
VOICE: 

THE "OLD PCPULIST" IS Ol! PEOPLE ARE DESCRIGING WRIGHT 
PATMAM, WHO DIED SUHMAY AT THE AGE OF EIGHTY-T''0, THE 
TERI! GOES BACI. TO THE LAST CEI'TURY, AND REFERS TO A 
POLITICIAN '10 IS COMCERNED WITH THE INTERESTS OF THE 
LITTLE PEOPLE, 

REPRESENTATIVE PATi:Al! SPENT FORTY-EIGiT YEARS IN THE LOWER. 
HOUSE OF CONGRESS. AND DURIFG THE!) ALL, HE TEttACIOUSLY 
FOUGHT AGAINST WHAT HE FELT WAS CONCENTRATION OF POWFR IN THE 
HANDS OF A FEW BANKERS, BUSTI'ESSIEt! AND GOVERNNENT OFFICIALS. 
OVER THE YCARS HE NITBLED AWAY AT PRACTICES "'HICH TO HIT 
APPEARED DETRIMENTAL TO MILLIO:'S OF SIiIALL BUSINESSIIEH AND 
FARMERS. HIS PARTICULAR OSJECT OF \IRATH IN RECENT YEARS 'IAS 
THE FEDERAL RESERVE BOARD, WHICH HE FELT WAS MUCI} TOO 
INDEPENDE:!T OF CONGRESSIONAL COiITROL AND MUCH TOO 
FRIENDLY ‘ITH THE FIitAi'CrAL ELITE. 

PATMAN CANE FROM A BACKGROUND WHERE MISTRUST OF BIG 
FINANCIAL I'TERESTS CA!i CONE SONE'MMAT WATURALLY. HIS FATHER 
WAS A POOR COTTON FARi‘ER “HCSE FAI:ILY '1AD SETTLED IN A 
REMOTE PART OF NORTHEAST TEXAS, THE PLACE CAME TO SE 
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KNOWN AS PATMAN'S SWITCH, AFTER THE FANMILY. IT NO LONGER 
EXISTS GUT THE EGALITARIAi! FRONTIER QUALITIES OF 
THE AREA RENAINED WITH WRIGHT PATI:Al!. 

AFTER SEVERAL YEARS OF LA!! PRACTICE PATIAN WAS 
APPOINTED DISTRICT ATTORNEY FOR HIS COUNTY, FROH THE 
HE WENT INTO HES FIRST ELECTIVE POST, IN THE TEXAS STATE 
LEGISLATURE, IT WAS IN NINETEEN TWENTY-EIGHT, ONE YEAR BEFORE 
THE DEVASTATING ECONOiiIC DEPRESSIO!!, THAT HE WAS ELECT?D TO 
THE NATIONAL CONGRESS, THE FIRST OF TWENTY-EIGHT ELECTIONS 
THAT GAVE HII: A TENURE MAKING Ii) AT HIS DEATH, THE DEAN OF THE 
LOWER HOUSE OF CONGRESS. COPT) THE ECONOMIC DEPRESSION 
SHARPENED PATMAHI'S A'NAREI':SS OF THE NEED TO REGULATE THE 
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS OF THE COUNTRY. AND SONE CREDIT HIS 
FRIENDSHIP WITH AH OUTSTANDING SUPEIiIE COURT JUSTICE, LOUIS 
URANDEIS, AS A FORCE IN SHAPING HIS PHILOSOPHY. CEND OPT) 

PATMAN HAD A NUMMER OF LEGISLATIVE SUCCESS©S OVER THE 
YEARS. {lOST NOTAGLE \!AS THE NIIJETEEN FORTY-SIX FULL 
EMPLOYIiENT ACT THAT CREATED THE PRESIDENT'S COUNCIL OF 
ECONOMIC ADVISORS, HE WORKED TEI! YEARS TO PASS THIS 
LEGISLATIO;', AND Ii'MEED, THAT QUALITY OF STUPCORNNESS WAS 
PERHAPS HIS GREATEST STFEI'GTH, AND TO HIS ENEMIES, HIS 
GREATEST \IZArOI'. OVER AND OVE, COLLEAGUES VOTED 
DOWN HIS PROPOSALS. YET If THE NEXT WEEK, THE NEXT MONTH, 
THE WEXT YEAR, IN THE SAME OR ALTERED FORi', THE PROPOSALS 
RE-EMERGED THROUGH HIS INITIATIVE. 

PATHAN WAS A HOVII'G Fonce Ii! SETTIMG UP FEDERALLY=CACKED 
CREDIT UITIONS FOR GOVERNME::T WORKE"S. THESE NOt! HAVE THIPTY= 


TWO NILLIO:! HENCERS, HE CURRED THE PO''ER OF CIG CHAIi! STORES 
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TO CUT PRICES TO FORCE SHALL CONPETITORS OUT OF GUSINESS. HE 
SET UP THE SMALL SUSI!!FSS ADMINISTRATION TO \!HICH THOUSANDS 
OF FLEDGLING CONPAI'IES TuRI' FOR ADVICE AND KNOt'=HOl!, HIS 
INVESTIGATION OF TAX=EXEMPT FOUIMATIONS, “ITH THEIR MILLIONS OF 
EXPENDABLE HOIlFY, REVEALED ACUSTS THAT \WERE CONTROLLED 

SY LATER LEGISLATION, Al!D OBITUARY WRITERS ARE REI:EMBERING 
THAT IT VAS HE, THREE MOTHS AFTER THE WATERGATE BREAK-I!, 
WHO CALLED FOR INVESTIGATION CY HIS BANKING AND CURRETCY 
COMMITTEE, OF HO'' MIXON CAIIPAIG!! FUNDS COULD EHD UP IN THE 
POCKETS OF THE BURGLARS, PRESSURE FROM THE NIXON 
ADMINISTRATION RESULTED Ii! KILLTIG THE INVESTIGATIO:!, 

PATIWAN HAD NOT INTENDED TO Rui! AGAIN, IN JANUARY HE 
SPOKE TO HIS CONSTITUEITS AND SUG UP HIS WOR. I TRIED 
ALWAYS TO VOTE FOR YOU IN COIIGRESS, HE SAID. 

IT'S NOT ONLY HIS COHWSTITUEI'TS "!HO WILL REENBER WHAT 
NE DID, BUT ALL THOSE HO HAVE BEVEFITTED FROM 
HIS TIRELESS EFFORTS. AS THE HOUSE SPEAKER, CARL ALSERT, 
SAID OF ili, YESTERDAY: (iO HENDLR DURING THIS CENTURY WILL 
WAKE A HORE ENOURING INPACT." 


JS/LP 


